Sections were examined and photographed at 60 kV using aJEOL)EM 100CC electron microscope.
Quantitation ofcationic gold staining was performed using a MiniMagiscan Image Analyzer (Joyce-Loebl; Gateshead, Tync and Wear, UK). Anionic site density was measured over at least 10 jsm pen gbomerulus.
Interspacing oflamina rara anionic sites was measured over a total of more than 500 charge sites from all rats. Computer-assisted quantitation of GBM staining was compared with manual counts over the same area. Electron micnognaphs were enlarged to a final magnification of x 40,000 to x 50,000.
Results

Cationic
Gold Staining ofAnionic Sites:
Effect of pH Charged sites were also present in mesangial matrix ( Figure  2b ). With the exception of increased nuclear staining at higher pH, the pattern of staining was similar in the range pH 3.0-10.0.
Pre-treatment ofsections with poly-L-lysine blocked cationic gold staining at pH 2.0 and at pH 7.0. Pre-incubation oftissuc sections in pH 2.0 buffer had no effect on the staining pattern at pH 7.0.
Enzyme Digestion
Hepanitinase I had no significant effect on gold staining patterns at pH 2.0 or pH 7.0, even after 16-hr incubation. Chondroitinase . , :
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